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My Lord the Chief Justice, 
Hon. Deputy Solicitor General, 
Registrar of the H igh Court, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

On behalf of the Law Society of Kenya and the Council of Legal Education, 
I wish to congratulate you most sincerely on this occasion of your 
admission to the Roll of Advocates. It is with enormous pleasure that I 
warmly welcome you to this, our noble profession and address you as 
learned colleagues. Your admission today is the culmination of many years 
of great effort and sacrifice, and an achievement of which you, your loved 
ones, the nation and all of us must be proud. 

Our profession has a long and dignified lineage, counting amongst its own 
Nelson Mandela and Mahatma Gandhi who were both committed to the 
ideals of freedom and sacrificed much for what they believed in; Sir 
Thomas More, who, in 15 th century England, spoke truth to power in clear 
and eloquent terms and Thurgood Marshall, whose efforts in the American 
Civil Rights movement succeeded in overturning racist and oppressive 
laws. Here at home, we have A R Kapila, PherozeNowrojee, Gibson Kamau 



Kuria, Paul Muitejohn Khaminwa, Bill Deverell, Peter LePelley and Byron 
Georgiadis who played their part in the struggle for democracy by 
defending the rule of law in our country. 

As you consider the achievements of these luminaries, you may wonder 
whether in 2010 there are still big battles to be fought, whether as a newly 
admitted advocate today you can still make any great changes, whether 
you can still take a stand as principled as Nelson Mandela's or whether 
your submissions will ever have the impact of Thurgood Marshall's; or 
whether you will have the opportunity to defend freedom and liberty like 
Dennis Pritt; or indeed deliver great judgements like Lord Denning, Oliver 
Wendell Holmes or our very own Chief Justice Madan, Justice Apaloo and 
my lord the Chief Justice Evan Gicheru. 

I have told you of your professional ancestors so that you may start, as you 
contemplate your professional future, to grasp your own great potential for 
change and impact. This is especially so because your admission comes at 
an exciting time for the country. We are, all of us, now in a historic time - 
comparable in scale to the American Revolution or the issuance of the 
Magna Carta in 12 th century England. I say this because in August this 



year, our country said yes and we now have a Bill of Rights and freedoms 
not previously guaranteed by the old constitution, enhanced separation of 
powers and a devolved government. Access to justice is to be ensured by 
the State. We have made so much progress! 

But there is still further to travel. Over the next few years, there will be 
much work required to put into effect this New Constitution. We shall 
need to reform the judiciary, draft the required legislation and establish 
new courts such as the Supreme Court. We shall need to infuse our laws 
and practices with the spirit of the New Constitution. 

All this is work to be done by you. You will draft legislation and comment 
on reform initiatives, you will interrogate the New Constitution, you will 
consider ways and means by which all Kenyans can access justice, you will 
engage in legal aid and pro bono legal services as a way of giving back to 
the public and increase access to justice, you will campaign for simplified 
rules of procedure, you will use the courts to advocate for the rights and 
freedoms guaranteed by the constitution. You will defend the New 
Constitution. Just as getting a new constitution was the passion of our 
times, implementing the New Constitution in word and spirit may very 



well be the passion of yours. This is no time to relax, live the passion of 
your time. 

The achievement each of you celebrates today is only the beginning. Great 
triumphs and achievements await each of you, if you will be committed, 
work hard and remain curious about all things - one of the signal joys of 
our profession is that we are always learning. In times of doubt, remember 
always the oath you have just taken: to uphold the Rule of Law and the 
administration of justice. Do not take that oath lightly. 



Your youth, energy and vibrancy lead me to believe that, as we travel 
further into our new Republic, there is more to hope for than to fear: go 
forth boldly in the spirit of the N ew Constitution. Be passionate. Keep your 
word. Have integrity. Be great advocates. Above all, enjoy your profession. 
You have chosen the very best. 



